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The 2015 Gorkha Earthquake devastated communities across
Nepal through the great loss of lives and livelihoods. But this
natural disaster was not only a humanitarian tragedy, it was

also a cultural catastrophe, with heritage sites across all of Nepal

destroyed or seriously damaged. Whilst much international

media attention was focussed on the immediate aftermath of the Patan, Nepal | © Linda Gaenszle 2018

earthquake, showing the loss and destruction of monument
sites, post-disaster research has been examining the on-going threats to tangible and intangible heritage

during the post-emergency phases and the first reconstruction efforts.

This international workshop is bringing together academics and heritage practitioners from Nepal, Austria,
Germany and the UK — archaeologists, philologists, anthropologists, epigraphists and conservators — who
have been active in developing research methods and approaches for protecting and preserving the cultural
heritage of Nepal in the aftermath of the 2015 Gorkha Earthquake. The workshop will present new research
approaches to Nepal’s past, as well as information about current steps being taken to protect its cultural
heritage together with stake-holder communities, particularly in the face of future earthquakes in this
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seismically active region.
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